
increased presence of the virus 
in collected mosquito populations 
“raises concern for the potential of 
disease transmission to humans,” ac-
cording to the health district.

The number of mosquito groups 
testing positive this year is higher 
than at any point since the surveil-
lance program was created in 2004.

James Wilson, director of the Ne-
vada State Infectious Disease Fore-
cast Station at the University of Ne-
vada, Reno, said that the numbers 
present “a concerning signature pat-
tern” and that physicians who see pa-
tients suffering from headaches and 
fevers in Southern Nevada should 
consider St. Louis encephalitis as a 
potential cause.

“This is an impressive degree of 
positivity in mosquito pools,” he said.

He also said that the increase is 
unusual, as the virus has shown up 
only sporadically in Nevada mosqui-
toes in the past, but he added that the 
data released so far allow for only a 
limited assessment.

“It is strange, and I’m curious as to 
what’s happening,” he said.

Vivek Raman, an environmental 
health supervisor with the district, 
said the testing process starts when 
a selection of mosquitoes from one 
area is gathered. The mosquitoes 
aren’t tested individually but are in-
stead crushed and tested as a group.

A single mosquito that carries St. 
Louis encephalitis can cause an en-
tire group to test positive.

During all of 2015, only two groups 
jointly totaling 100 mosquitoes test-
ed positive.

Since May 23 this year, 130 mos-
quito pools have tested positive in 
Clark County. The size of each group 
was not available, but combined, the 
number of mosquitoes potentially af-
fected totaled 4,468.

Claudia Muñoz, assistant profes-
sor of neurology at the University of 
California, Riverside, said it’s rare 
that St. Louis encephalitis infections 
lead to noticeable symptoms.

Symptoms of a mild infection in-
clude fever and headaches, accord-
ing to the health district.

“It can go away, or the virus can 
enter the central nervous system 
and cause encephalitis,” Muñoz said.

Encephalitis is an inflammation of 
the brain.

A more severe infection can in-
clude symptoms such as dizziness, 
nausea, stiff neck, tremors, confu-
sion, coma and in rare cases long-
term disability or death, the health 
district said.

Dr. Joseph Iser, chief health officer 
for the health district, said it’s possi-
ble that there has been an increase 
in infected birds settling in Southern 
Nevada’s waterways, where mosqui-
toes would have bitten them.

The virus is spread when mosqui-
toes bite infected birds and then bite 
other birds and give them the virus. 

Mosquitoes can also spread the virus 
to humans.

Iser said that though the increase 
in pools testing positive is a concern, 
it is not a major concern, as no hu-
man cases have been reported.

Wilson said peak mosquito-to-hu-
man transmission of the virus in 
Nevada occurs for just a couple of 
weeks in August.

Iser said the positive mosquito 
presence will be addressed with 
abatement tactics. The health dis-
trict and Clark County will work to-
gether to kill mosquito populations 
that test positive.

Raman said that the killing is tar-
geted and that other measures in-
clude larval mosquito control and 
environmental management proce-
dures such as draining areas with 
stagnant water.

Iser said the health district has 
asked for aerial photographs and 
the ability to access GIS data to as-
sess where else mosquitoes might be 
breeding.

“This increase in St. Louis enceph-
alitis-positive mosquitoes serves an 
important reminder to our commu-
nity that we do indeed have mosqui-
toes in Southern Nevada, and it is 
important for people to take steps 
to eliminate breeding sources and to 
protect themselves from mosquito 
bites,” he said in a news release.

Meanwhile, no mosquitoes in Clark 
County have tested positive for West 
Nile virus this season, and the type 
of mosquitoes that commonly spread 
Zika virus has not been detected.

The health district and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
advise Las Vegas residents to wear 
long-sleeved shirts and pants, to stay 
in places with air conditioning and 
window and door screens and to use 
approved insect repellents.

For information on eliminating 
breeding sources, visit the CDC’s 
Controlling Mosquitoes at Home 
page.
Contact Pashtana Usufzy at pusufzy@reviewjournal.com 
or 702-380-4563. Find @pashtana_u on Twitter. Contact 
Lawren Linehan at llinehan@reviewjournal.com or at 
702-383-0381. Find @lawrenlinehan on Twitter.
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Use blanks to fill in daily highs and lows.

Sun Sun 2015            Record temperatures           2015 temps.            2016 temps 
Day rise set precip. High (year) Low (year) High Low High Low

1 Friday 5:27 8:02 0.00 116 (1972) 58 (1938) 106 87

2 Saturday 5:28 8:02 0.01 115 (2013) 62 (1943) 103 81

3 Sunday 5:28 8:01 0.00 116 (1937) 60 (1943) 108 86

4 Monday 5:29 8:01 0.00 115 (1985) 60 (1941) 101 89

5 Tuesday 5:29 8:01 0.00 116 (2007) 60 (1938) 103 85

6 Wednesday 5:30 8:01 .19 115 (2007) 63 (1939) 99 75

7 Thursday 5:31 8:01 0.00 114 (1989) 62 (1939) 99 75

8 Friday 5:31 8:00 0.00 113 (1989) 60 (1938) 102 82

9 Saturday 5:32 8:00 0.00 113 (2012) 63 (1938) 94 77

10 Sunday 5:32 8:00 0.00 114 (2012) 64 (1948) 93 71

11 Monday 5:33 7:59 0.00 116 (1959) 62 (1944) 96 72

12 Tuesday 5:34 7:59 0.00 114 (2003) 62 (1937) 99 74

13 Wednesday 5:34 7:58 0.00 115 (1939) 64 (1944) 103 75

14 Thursday 5:35 7:58 0.00 116 (1972) 63 (1952) 104 75

15 Friday 5:36 7:58 0.00 114 (1949) 62 (1944) 102 73

16 Saturday 5:36 7:57 0.00 116 (1998) 65 (1944) 104 75

17 Sunday 5:37 7:56 0.00 116 (2005) 62 (1940) 105 76

18 Monday 5:38 7:56 0.00 116 (2005) 59 (1940) 95 76

19 Tuesday 5:38 7:55 0.00 117 (2005) 56 (1937) 93 73

20 Wednesday 5:39 7:55 0.00 113 (1959) 58 (1940) 85 72

21 Thursday 5:40 7:54 0.00 113 (1942) 56 (1940) 98 74

22 Friday 5:40 7:53 0.00 114 (1937) 62 (1943) 101 78

23 Saturday 5:41 7:53 0.00 115 (1942) 61 (1938) 100 76

24 Sunday 5:42 7:52 0.00 117 (1942) 64 (1957) 100 77

25 Monday 5:43 7:51 0.00 115 (1942) 66 (1944) 103 73

26 Tuesday 5:44 7:50 0.00 116 (1943) 65 (1944) 103 73

27 Wednesday 5:44 7:50 0.00 115 (1943) 63 (1944) 101 79

28 Thursday 5:45 7:49 0.00 114 (1995) 61 (1984) 102 78

29 Friday 5:46 7:48 0.00 115 (1995) 64 (1984) 102 76

30 Saturday 5:47 7:47 0.00 114 (1978) 64 (1941) 104 84

31 Sunday 5:47 7:46 0.00 115 (1978) 65 (1940) 105 87

LAS VEGAS WEATHER SNAPSHOT | JULY 
Visit the R-J’s website at reviewjournal.com/weather for a printable version of the chart.

▶ TURKEY
Continued from Page 1A

an armed attack without severe cost 
and disruption — especially at a busy 
airport like Ataturk.”

Airports around the globe have 
been bolstering security since the 
1970s following terror attacks.

While noting he could not speak 
for the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration about steps being taken 
in the wake of this or any other dis-
turbance at an airport, McCarran In-
ternational Airport spokesman Chris 
Jones told the Review-Journal that 
security at the Southern Nevada air-
port “is always at a high level.”

Although the attack at Ataturk 
took a heavy toll, the assailants were 
initially thwarted by the extensive 
security on the airport’s perimeter, 
Turkish officials said.

“When the terrorists couldn’t pass 
the regular security system, when 
they couldn’t pass the scanners, po-
lice and security controls, they re-
turned and took their weapons out 
of their suitcases and opened fire at 
random at the security check,” Turk-
ish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim 
said.

One attacker detonated his explo-

sives downstairs at the arrivals ter-
minal, one went upstairs and blew 
himself up in the departure hall, and 
the third waited outside for the flee-
ing crowd and caused the final le-
thal blast, two Turkish officials said, 
speaking on condition of anonymity 
because they weren’t authorized to 
speak about the investigation public-
ly. None of the attackers were Turks, 
a third official said.

As the chaos unfolded, terrified 
travelers were sent running first 
from one explosion and then another. 
Airport surveillance video showed a 
panicked crowd of people, some roll-
ing suitcases behind them, stamped-
ing down a corridor, looking fearful-
ly over their shoulders.

Other surveillance footage post-
ed on social media showed one ex-
plosion, a ball of fire that sent ter-
rified passengers racing for cover. 
Another showed an attacker, felled 
by a gunshot from a security offi-
cer, blowing himself up seconds 
later.

Victims in Tuesday’s attack includ-
ed at least 13 foreigners and sev-
eral people remained unidentified 
Wednesday. The Istanbul governor’s 
office said more than 230 people 
were wounded and dozens remained 
in critical condition.

Family members of 
victims cry Wednesday 
outside the Forensic 
Medical Center in 
Istanbul. Suicide 
attackers killed dozens 
and wounded more 
than 230 at Istanbul’s 
busy Ataturk Airport 
late Tuesday, the latest 
in a series of bombings 
to strike Turkey in 
recent months. Turkish 
officials said the 
massacre was most 
likely the work of the 
Islamic State group.
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Vivek Raman, 
environmental 

health 
supervisor at 
the Southern 

Nevada Health 
District, sorts 

mosquitoes in 
the lab on  

May 2. The 
number of 
mosquito 

groups testing 
positive for 

St. Louis 
encephalitis in 

Clark County 
has jumped.
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